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The role of NGO`s and non-formal 
education for better democracy in the 

Euro-Med region 
By Dr Jean-Marie HEYDT 

Dear participants, 

On behalf the NSC of the CoE, I am honored to share with you my views on the theme of;  

“The role of NGO`s and non-formal education for better democracy in the Euro-Med region.” 

 

But first, please allow me to say few words about the North-South Centre. 

The North-South Centre is a quadripartite organization whose legal basis is an international 

treaty managed by four partners from both political institutions and civil society: 

• Governments 

• Parliaments 

• Regional and Local Authorities 

• International NGO’s 

This will result in closer ties and a better synergy between these four stake holders who 

have different approaches, perspectives and priorities. 

All members are involved in the management of the decision-making bodies of the North-

South Centre. 

The North-South Centre has a two-fold mandate: 

• Provide a framework for the European cooperation in order to increase public awareness 

of global inter-dependence issues 

• Promote solidarity policies in conformity with the objectives and principles, namely with 

respect for human rights, democracy and social cohesion 

And in that sense, education in general and education for democratic citizenship in 

particular is at the heart of our work. 

 

The North-South Centre (NSC), through its capacity-building and advocacy programme in the field 

of global citizenship, targeting youth leaders and formal and non-formal educators, contribute to 

the empowerment and democratic participation of the civil society. 

 

The content of its pedagogical tools, trainings and forums tackle issues such as gender equality, 

human rights, civic responsibility and participation and promote competences in the field of 

intercultural dialogue, conflict prevention, human rights, and democratic participation. 

The following activities, which will be shared to illustrate the NSC work, are based on a peer-

learning approach involving civil society stakeholders and policy makers from Europe and 

Mediterranean region. 
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• The Mediterranean University on Youth and Global Citizenship (MedUni) offers since 2012 a 

training opportunity for the leaders of Euro-Med youth organizations in the field of democratic 

participation. MedUni offers a space for capacity building and peer learning between Youth leaders 

of European and South-Mediterranean countries. It also provides a space for exchange with 

institutional speakers and representatives of local authorities. 

It is based on experience and is organized in cooperation with the National Youth Observatory of 

Tunisia and in partnership with the League of Arab States, the Department of Youth of the Council 

of Europe, the partnership of youth EU-CoE, the European youth Forum, the Italian National youth 

Forum, the National Council Catalan youth and other youth organizations. The participation of the 

Anna Lindh Foundation and the League of Arab States through training activities in the field of 

democratic participation and intercultural citizenship reinforces the regional dimension of the 

MedUni. 

The 4th edition of the Mediterranean University on Youth and Global Citizenship took place from 1-8 

May under the theme "connecting our identities." 

The Global Education Guidelines, a handbook for educators to understand and implement global 

education/global citizenship and which serves as a background pedagogical reference, is available 

in Arabic on-line. 

(ex. of MedUni outcome: the project implementation of the National Council of Tunisian youth is an 

initiative of former Tunisian participants of the MedUni). 

 

• The pedagogical impact of MedUni is complemented by the online training scheme offered by 

the NSC in the field of human rights, intercultural dialogue and democratic citizenship, which a 

growing number of participants from the Mediterranean region. 

 

• Young leaders representation in the debate involving stakeholders from civil society and policy 

makers around the subject of democratic transition and good governance in the region, was 

notable in the Lisbon Forum dedicated to the electoral process and democratic consolidation in the 

southern countries of the Mediterranean (in 2014) and in the FL dedicated to the role of civil 

society as an actor of governance in the South Mediterranean region (in 2013). 

 

• A national workshop was held in March 2014 in Tunis under the theme "Participation of women 

in politics: a key factor for dialogue and democratic consolidation" organised in partnership 

between the NSC and the Tunisian organization CAWTAR (Centre for Research and Arab Women for 

Training). The challenges and opportunities faced by Tunisian women's participation in public life 

have been raised and the experiences of different quadrilogue players from Europe and southern 

Mediterranean were shared. 

 

• In 2012, the North-South Centre organized in partnership with the University Mohamed V Agdal-

Rabat, the first Feminist Summer School under the theme “Gender equality in North Africa Region 

and Middle East reforms and revolutions”. Bringing together researchers and feminist activists 
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from the region, the Feminist Summer School was interested in the issues and challenges around 

the full participation of women in the democratization process in North Africa and the Middle-East. 

 

In the field of education, you know - like me - how we must remain cautious in our statements, in 

our certainties, to share the "best" of our experiences  

If I say this, it’s because it is useless to hope that dialogue, inter- or intra- cultural, can be a success 

if it is confronted with our certainties and our prejudices because we have not been able to 

integrate early the principle of dialogue in our educational systems. 

 

And we need this dialogue to overcome our certainties. 

We live too often from our certainties, our experiences, without even questioning these in 

relation to the evolution of our daily living environment. 

All societies have managed to build unshakable ideas with sometimes even scientifically 

proven certainties that have influenced the lives of people for years and for centuries and 

thus subsequently have charted the new developments.  

Let us take a simple example of the Earth - proven both scientifically and philosophically! 

• Thales considered the Earth as a floating disc on an endless ocean; 

• Plato thought it was round, isolated and motionless; 

• Copernicus considered it motionless in the center of the universe; 

• Galileo stated that the earth moved around the sun. 

They all were certain in their theories. They all used the reference framework of beliefs that was 

used in the world of their times.  

What about our own certainties? Our own world view nowadays?  

How should we see co-citizens? 

How should we see the one who has not the same citizenship status as me and yet who lives next 

to me?  

How do we see the migrant who comes from a long distance away and who may disturb my 

certainties, least in my own understanding of surroundings and even without the migrant’s 

immediate presence, I may have concerns for the societal development ? 

 

We live in a world where the future is nourished by each one of us, where we all have a role to 

play. 

 

How can we facilitate these inter and intra-cultural relationships? 

 

The key that will allow us to succeed lies in the quality of education that we choose for. An 

education that connects: people with people, an education that connects the local dimension with 

the global dimension, an education that connects the present with the future, an education that 

connects the challenges with the opportunities. 
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I raise the issue from the perspective of education because our experience at the North-South 

Centre of the Council of Europe, leads us to consider that this is the only path that will open the 

doors of a possible “living together”. The North-South Centre of the Council of Europe has recently 

organized in Zagreb, the 3rd European Congress of Global Education on “Education for a Global 

Citizenship: Unity in diversity”. 

 

"Education for world or global citizenship," means that:  

 

- Education for World Citizenship is an education that opens people's eyes to the realities of 

the world and encourages them to work for greater justice, equity and human rights for all 

in the world; 

 

- Education for World Citizenship covers education for development, human rights, education 

for sustainability, education for peace and conflict prevention and intercultural education, 

all this represents the dimensions of education for citizenship. 

 

We should respond with dialogue against crimes, terrorism, terror, division, we should respond by 

learning about the differences; these differences have proven that whether they be interfaith or 

intercultural differences, this dialogue is possible. It is possible to the extent where religious 

identities are not used to divide because we are able to resist and especially to deconstruct any 

attempt at manipulation. 

 

Europe, which is in constant movement has the responsibility to uphold the freedoms of belief 

without distinction, as they are also contributor elements of social and cultural phenomenon. That 

is what we must defend - existence and respect of differences, to create an intercultural 

consideration, in the encounter with the other, arousing interest, curiosity, the desire to share 

certain things and to keep private some other things. 

Europe must learn to build with its differences that are its riches. We must re-learn to live together, 

to receive the other, with our similarities, our commonalities and our differences.  

Let sensitive aspects slowly evolve so they can enter a consensual public space. This is what I call 

the way of reasonable inclusive approach. 

More than ever, today's education must provide knowledge but also necessary skills to act and 

interact in our societies. Education is a catalyst for change and a source of inspiration to ensure 

the intra and intercultural dialogue. 

 

By positioning ourselves that way, we assert that educational dimensions are the engines of a 

dialogue between cultures; they facilitate a successful European integration, more sensitive to the 

needs of today’s and tomorrow’s society. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


