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EU-CoE joint work 

•  Long tradition of cooperation 

• More than 60 joint projects actives today 
(Southern Mediterranean, Eastern 
Partnership, South East Europe) 

• Financed by the EU and implemented by the 
CoE 

• Promotion of the principles of Human Rights, 
Rule of Law and Democracy 

• 28 EU Members are CoE members as well 

 



Euromediterranean partnership (EU) 

• Cornerstone for the EU's interaction with its Southern Neighbours 

• Launched in Barcelona in 1995 

• Structured dialogue in three policy areas: 

I. Political and Security Dialogue 

II. Economic and Financial Partnership 

III. Social, Cultural and Financial Partnership 

 

• The countries of the Barcelona Process are now part of the 

European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) developed in 2004. 

• Since July 2008, the Partnership was renewed under the "Union of 

the Mediterranean" and given a fresh impetus through the 

development of strategic projects. 



European Neighoubourhood policy (EU) 

• Revised in 2011 (2 joint communications) 

• Financial arms ENPI (2007-2013)-ENI (2014-2020) 

• Target area - 16 ENP partners (Bilateral co-operation 

with Syria is currently suspended) 

• Budget - EUR 15.4 billion for 2014-2020 

• Key challenges  to be addressed by the ENI 
 

 Differentiation, ‘more-for-more’ principle 

 Further strengthening the multilateral dimension 

 Better alignment of financial aid with policy 

 Simplified programming  

 Concentration on fewer priorities, better thematic focus 

 Addressing partnership with Russia 

 



How function the EU support 

The goal 

Achieve change through structured dialogue and compehensive 

cooperation programmes aimed at establishing democracy, 

strengthening sustainable and inclusive economic development, and 

building security in line with the partner countries' needs 

The means 

Multilateral approach (Joint communications, roadmap for the South 

Med partnership) 

Bilateral approach (ENP action plans) 

Regional approach (cooperation programmes, €100 M per annum) 

 

 
After the Arab Spring 2011 strategic shift towards: 
Incentive based approach and differentiated treatment (M4M) 
Flagship Programme SPRING (€ 540 M allocated to the South 
Med region) 



Aid effectiveness: the post Busan context 

South Programme is part of the global 
development cooperation effort 

Programme Sud II 
Ownership of 

development priorities 
by developing 

countries 

A focus on results: a 
driving force behind 

investments and 
efforts in development 

policy making 

Partnerships for 
development: 

broadened 
cooperation with all 

relevant development 
partners and an 

engagement with the 
private sector 

Transparency and 
shared responsibility: 

accountability to all 
citizens 



From the CoE side 

• CoE Neighbourhood policy towards its 
Neighbourhing regions (MENA region, Central Asia) 

• Based on the CoE expertise in: 

Standard setting 

Co-operation Monitoring 



From the CoE side 

 
CoE Neighbourhood policy (2011) aims to: 
 
• Facilitate democratic political transition in the countries concerned 
• Help promote good governance through the protection of human rights, 

Rule of law and democracy 
• Reinforce and enlarge CoE regional action in combating transborder and 

global threats 
 
Neighbourhood Partnerships include: 
 
• Reinforced political dialogue 
• Co-operation framework 

 
 



CoE- cooperation in the MENA region 

Programme Sud II 
SP 2 SP2 SP 2 

Voluntary 
contributions & 
bilateral 

Voluntary 
contributions  

Voluntary 
contributions 
& bilateral  

CoE’s policy towards its neighbourhing regions 

European Neighbourhood policy 

MOROCCO TUNISIA JORDAN 

Neighbourhood Partnerships adopted by the CoE Committee of Ministers (4thFebruary 2015) 



South programme I: some highlights 

• More thematic oriented 

• First ever EU-CoE joint programme for the 
Southern Mediterranean 

• Relatively modest budget (EUR 4.8) for a 
regional programme 

• Tunisia, Morocco and Jordan initial focus 



Objectives: South Programme I (2012-
2015) 

• To reinforce the independence and efficiency of the judiciary by supporting the 
development of the normative framework, improvement of tribunals’ 
performance, and facilitating justice reform on the basis of CoE norms and 
methodology. 

  
• To support good governance, notably through increased prevention of corruption 

and money laundering, on the basis of the norms, mechanisms and instruments of 
the CoE, by reinforcing the policy frameworks in the target countries, as well as 
operational capacity and regional cooperation. 

  
• To reinforce protection for human rights with focus on the prevention and control 

of trafficking in human beings, in the context of the relevant CoE Convention and 
other international human rights standards. 

 
• To promote democratic values in the target countries, on the basis of existing CoE 

networks, including the Parliamentary Assembly of the CoE (PACE), the North-
South Centre, the Youth Department, the Pompidou Group, the Venice 
Commission and the Schools of political studies. 
 



Some additional remarks regarding SP 

• Mutually reinforcing partnership 

• Flexibility : no blueprint for democracy promotion 

• Demand driven programme: willingness to cooperate 
in the areas of HR, RoL and democracy 

• Alignment with national reform agenda and political 
context and Alignment with the CoE core mandate 

• Donor coordination & joint work with the EU and 
beyond 

• Absorption capacity 



 What has been achieved so far 

• Strenghtened intergovernmental co-operation 
(intergovernmental, interparliamentary levels) 

• Strenghtened democratic governance instances in 
Tunisia and Morocco 

• Strengthened national constitutional & legal 
frameworks 

• Improved compliance with the European and 
other international legal standards (conventions) 

 
Contribution to security?? 



South Programme I: split of activities 

• Activities on the rise 
• Promotion of democratic 

values (including the Schools) 



Some statistics 



Some statistics 



Progress achieved throughout SP I 

• Genuine contribution to the improvement of 
the day-to-day delivery of justice (policy 
development, pilot courts, other institution 
building initiatives). Focus on quality and 
efficiency (CEPEJ) 

• Accompanying constitutional and electoral 
processes and establishment of new legal 
frameworks 



Progress achieved throughout SP I 

• Improved anti-corruption framework in 
Morocco and Tunisia  

• Activities underpinned by the CoE monitoring 
body GRECO (Group of states against 
corruption) and based on its methodology 

 



Progress achieved throughout SP I 

• Improved anti-trafficking legal framework in 
TN and MO & awareness raising activities 

•  Transboundary phenomenon 

• CoE definitions are partly integrated into the 
draft laws (MO). The draft TN law adopted by 
the Council of the Government. 

• Based on the CoE monitoring mechanism, 
Group of States against anti-trafficking 
(GRETA) 



Progress achieved throughout SP I 

• Crossing the bridge: awareness raising and 
promotion of democratic values 

• Work with civil society and non state actors 
(youth, young political leaders) 



From South Programme I to South Programme II 

Overall Objective: To 
contribute to reinforcing HR, 
RoL and democracy in the 
Southern Mediterranean  

Specific objective 1 To support 
constitutional 
processes/development of new 
legislation/setting-up & 
functioning of HR institutions/ 
demgov bodies 

Specific objective 2 To promote 
the creation and the 
consolidation of a common legal 
space between Europe and the 
SM through key CoE Conventions  

Specific objective 3 To foster 
regional co-operation in the field 
of HR, RoL and democracy through 
CoE networks (North-South, South-
South, East-South) 



South programme II: thematics 



Lessons learnt 
• From targeted activities to global support: combining bilateral and regional support in 

democracy facilitation 

 

• Maximising the strength of “soft diplomacy”: making full use of CoE “legal acquis” to 
achieve compliance 

 

• Exploiting the potential of the multi stakeholder approach 

 

• Deepening the institutionalisation of human rights principles in development and co-
operation: from policy development to building communities of practice 

 

• Closer to partners’ needs: from reactive to proactive democracy support 

 

• Stronger donor coordination and differentiation for better impact and ownership 

 

• The challenge of differentiation and the limits of one size-fits-all approach (ENP revision:  
“Differentiation, Focus, Flexibility and Ownership and Visibility ) 

 



Stay connected 

http://southprogramme2-eu.coe.int 
 
Twitter.com/Southprogramme2  
 
YouTube Flickr and Facebook 

http://southprogramme2-eu.coe.int
http://southprogramme2-eu.coe.int
http://southprogramme2-eu.coe.int
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSLA5Wu3bJq1K-UWC2BP9_w
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128748281@N02/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/South-Programme-II/1048360148526233?fref=ts

